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Happy New Year to our wonderful families! 

We hope you all had a joyous holiday with your families, and that the year ahead 
brings you peace, good health, and much love and happiness.  

The Red Room children learned so much about trains in December – many new 
vocabulary words, what trains do, different kinds of trains, how they run, who works 
on trains and their responsibilities, and the difference between freight and passenger 
trains. We read many fun stories about trains, as well as non-fiction books providing 
lots of interesting facts.  We collaborated to make a big freight train by painting large 
cardboard boxes, gluing on numbers and letters, and adding wheels that we 
painted.  The children voted on colors to paint the cars, decided on the wheel color, 
and whether we’d build a passenger or freight train.  Before the holiday break, we 
filled it with food and animals and paraded it around the classrooms to show it off! 

The children have been very involved in taking care of the dolls and animals in our 
classroom, using props to examine them with stethoscopes, take temperatures, 
check their eyes, ears and throats, and give them shots.  To support and expand their 
collective interest, we will focus our learning on the medical profession.  We’ll explore 
what doctors and nurses do, learn about different kinds of doctors, nurses, what they 
wear, where they work, and equipment they use.  We will incorporate the CT early 
learning standards into our lesson plans as the children expand their vocabulary, 
explore different math and science concepts, use literacy skills (identify letters on eye 
charts, signs, and labels), create their own props, and pretend play in the 
transformed housekeeping area.  We hope to have a nurse and a doctor visit our 
class to share their first-hand knowledge and experiences!   

Now that we are in the throes of winter, please remember to include a pair of shoes 
in your child’s backpack when they wear snow boots to school.  It’s really difficult for 
them to use the stairs in our loft, sit cross-legged at circle time, and participate in 
movement activities in bulky boots.  Thanks so much. 

We are so excited for the children to share their holiday experiences, get back into 
their daily routine, and embark on our study of doctors and nurses in January.  

Happy New Year to all! 

Miss Kerrin and Miss Lisa 


