
 
August 29, 2018 
 
Welcome Parents! 
 
We’re so excited to welcome your precious children to the Red Room!  Please note the 
following information as you prepare for the beginning of school. 
 
Transitioning at drop-off:  Separation can be difficult for both parent and child, 
especially at the beginning of the school year.  In the first few days, you are welcome to 
stay in the classroom for up to10 minutes.  After that, we recommend a quick, reassuring 
hug and kiss good-bye so that your child doesn’t have a false expectation that you are 
staying, and remind them that you (or another caregiver) will be back to pick them up 
after playground time.  If your child is very upset when you leave, you may call the 
school to see how she/he is doing.  Comforted by a teacher, children generally calm 
down within a few minutes.  Although transitions can be challenging, learning 
independence and responsibility help young children gain self-confidence. 
 
Family photo:  Please bring in a family photo for your child to be placed in their cubby.  
Having that photo can be comforting for the children, and we will be sharing them at 
circle time. 
 
Toys from home:  Much as children want to bring in a favorite toy, toys are to be left at 
home.  Inevitably, toys can be misplaced, misused by others, or damaged.  We have lots 
of books, stuffed animals, and familiar toys to play with and help comfort your child.  
 
Backpacks:  Children should wear their backpacks entering and exiting school.  Again, 
we like to encourage independence and responsibility to help children develop self-
confidence.  Backpacks should be able to hold lunchboxes, artwork, and notices. 
 
Communication:  Communication between parents and teachers is vital to a successful 
preschool experience for your children.  We do not check emails during the school day, 
but we do check them before and after school.  Our email addresses are: 
Kerrin.Cole@saugatucknurseryschool.org and Lisa.Willigan@saugatucknurseryschool.org 
If you need to relay an urgent message when school is in session, please call the office. 
 
Change of clothes:  When you visit our classroom this Friday, please bring in a complete 
change of seasonally appropriate clothes to be kept in a bin in your child’s cubby. 
 



Lunchbox:  Per State Licensing requirements, please remember to provide a freezer 
pack in your child’s lunchbox daily, whether refrigerated items are included or not.  
 
Lesson Plans/Curriculum:  Our curriculum is based on the Connecticut Early Learning 
and Development Standards (CT ELDS) that are geared toward the Common Core 
standards in the elementary grades.  These standards include Social and Emotional 
Development, Physical Development and Health, Creative Arts, Cognition, Early 
Mathematics and Science, Early Language and Literacy, and Social Studies, and are 
incorporated into our weekly lesson plans.  A recap of our day can be found in the 
Daily News that is posted outside our classroom. 
 
Last year, we adopted the Project Approach as part of our play-based curriculum.  
Through provocations and conversation, we identify a topic that the children are 
interested in learning more about, and begin to explore that particular topic.  
Throughout the investigation, it is so rewarding to observe the children as they become 
wholly engaged and excited about what they are learning. 
 
We are happy to answer any questions you may have Thursday night at Parent 
Orientation, and we look forward to a joyful, fun-filled, rewarding school year with your 
wonderful children.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kerrin Cole and Lisa Willigan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


